
Although it is difficult to keep
track of each and every positive
outcome resulting from an effort

as intricate and dispersed as the U.S.
Fire Learning Network, indications are
that the USFLN continues to meet the
objectives outlined by The Nature
Conservancy (TNC), the US Forest
Service (USFS) and the Department of
the Interior (DOI). For example, the
Network is experiencing steady growth,
with two new regional networks added
in the last six months. In addition, a
group of land managers is now interest-
ed in launching a regional network
focused on the central Appalachians. 

Over the last 4.5 years, the Network has
been instrumental in helping the
Conservancy accomplish its goals in the
United States, which include working
with partners to restore and maintain

high-priority landscapes that depend on
fire for their continued existence. The
Network fosters collaboration and com-
munity involvement in order to acceler-
ate on-the-ground fire regime restora-
tion on public and private lands alike.

To date there are 80 community-based
projects from 34 states involved in the
Network. These projects have leveraged
more than $9.5 million to support the
restoration of fire-adapted landscapes
and the reduction of hazardous fuels
across almost 387,000 acres. 

The Network is also helping USFS and
DOI meet their objectives. “We see the
FLN as an exciting model for collabora-
tion in our diverse, fire-adapted land-
scapes that are so important to local part-
ners” said Sarah Robertson, USFS point-
of-contact for the USFLN. According to
Robertson’s counterpart at DOI, Roy
Johnson, “we value our partnership with
the Conservancy, and see the FLN as an
integral part of collaboration in protect-
ing communities and managing fire.”

Given its record of success, TNC, USFS
and DOI are working to continue their
partnership with an agreement that will
support the USFLN from 2007–2011. 
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FIRE LEARNING NETWORK A cooperative
project of The Nature Conservancy, the USDA
Forest Service, and the Dept. of the Interior, the
network was created in 2002 to catalyze efforts
to reduce hazardous fuels across the country.
Part of the larger joint program Restoring Fire-
Adapted Ecosystems that includes fire education
and training components, the network operates
at both local and national levels to overcome 
barriers to implementing ecologically appropriate
fuels reduction and restoration projects.    
http://tncfire.org/usfln

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY FIRE
INITIATIVE This 23-person team is working to
assess, abate and prevent fire-related threats to
biodiversity conservation around the world. In the
U.S., the Initiative is working with a variety of
partners to promote ecologically appropriate fire
management, develop and implement science-
based planning tools and monitoring techniques,
and further fire education and training efforts.
http://nature.org/fire


