
AFire Learning Network site in
central Minnesota is partnering
with a local middle school to

reduce fuels and restore portions of the
school’s 80-acre forest. To date, a coali-
tion led by The Nature Conservancy has
already returned fire to a 14-acre jack
pine savanna, and more work is planned. 

Through the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources’ School Forest
Program, 80 acres at Forestview Middle
School in Baxter was designated as a
“school forest” in 2004. Minnesota has
more than 95 such areas, ranging in size
from 1 to 360 acres.

During the process of developing its
comprehensive management plan for
the forest, the school forest committee
recognized that the jack pine savanna
needed to be restored, and that this
might also be an opportunity to (1) mit-
igate wildfire risk to more than 500
nearby residences, (2) increase student

safety and (3) introduce students to fire
science concepts. 

The project also happened to fall within
the scope of work for the Lake
Alexander/Camp Ripley FLN project (see
December 2004 FLN Dispatch). So on
May 16, 2005, a multi-agency fire crew,
including Americorps National Civilian
Community Corps (NCCC) workers,
completed what will be the first of sever-
al burns within the school forest. 

“We expect that the more than 2,100
students who attend Forestview will
begin to see fire from a different per-
spective” said Kent Montgomery, com-
munity-based conservation coordinator
for the Conservancy in central
Minnesota, and a member of the school
forest committee. Students will visit the
site this spring to monitor how certain
species of plants have responded to the
burn. The data they collect will inform
future management actions, and the
experience will deepen students’ under-
standing of fire as a natural and neces-
sary disturbance. According to
Montgomery, “students will be able to

look beyond the smoke and flames and
learn first-hand the critical role fire plays
in maintaining our dynamic natural
environment.”

There are also plans to expand fire treat-
ments to other portions of the Forestview
school forest in spring 2006. This work
will be made easier by the recent 
donation of a series of cross-country ski
trails by the Navillus Land Company.
These trails, in addition to being a valu-
able resource for the school and local 
residents, will serve as fire breaks for
future prescribed fire operations. 

FIRE LEARNING NETWORK A cooperative
project of The Nature Conservancy, the USDA
Forest Service, and the Dept. of the Interior, the
network was created in 2002 to catalyze efforts
to reduce hazardous fuels across the country.
Part of the larger joint program Restoring Fire-
Adapted Ecosystems that includes fire education
and training components, the network operates
at both local and national levels to overcome 
barriers to implementing ecologically appropriate
fuels reduction and restoration projects.    
http://tncfire.org/usfln

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY FIRE
INITIATIVE This 17-person team is working to
assess, abate and prevent fire-related threats to
biodiversity conservation around the world. In the
U.S., the Initiative is working with a variety of
partners to promote ecologically appropriate fire
management, develop and implement science-
based planning tools and monitoring techniques,
and further fire education and training efforts.
http://nature.org/fire
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