
For the past 13 years, crews at the
2,940-acre Albany Pine Bush
Preserve (APB) have burned an

average of 68 acres of pine barrens each
spring. This is no small feat given the
volatile fuels (fuel models 4 and 6), and
the Preserve’s urban setting in New York
State’s Capital District. Over time, howev-
er, APB staff began to realize that their
prescribed burning program was not
meeting the team’s ecological goals for
this rare ecosystem—a barrens famous
for supporting large populations of the
endangered Karner blue butterfly and
other rare species. The problem was that
typical pine barrens plant species were
not regenerating.

This June, preserve staff mechanically
treated 100 acres of the barrens using
National Fire Plan funds obtained
through the NY Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, and additional

equipment and staff provided by the US
Fish & Wildlife Service. This generated
enough slash to allow crews to ignite
large portions of the barrens during the
humid summer growing season, some-
thing they had never done before. In all,
APB staff burned 129 acres in 2004, all
during the growing season. 

Compared with dormant season burns,
growing season fires in this habitat have
proven to be more manageable and also
more ecologically beneficial, consuming
years of accumulated litter and duff and
exposing mineral soil needed to regener-
ate characteristic pine barrens species.
Now, for the first time in perhaps
decades, staff are seeing post-fire condi-
tions believed to more closely mimic his-
torical conditions.

Just as word was spreading about the suc-
cesses they were having at the APB, the
NNoorrtthheeaasstteerrnn  FFiirree  LLeeaarrnniinngg  NNeettwwoorrkk
(NEFLN) was getting underway. As one of
its contributions to the network, the APB
hosted fire management staff from five
NEFLN sites who participated in burns at
the APB this summer to learn about this new
tactic. The expectation is that as more

NEFLN sites start burning their pine barrens
during the growing season, they too will be
able to burn more acres while accomplish-
ing more of their ecological objectives. 

APB is managed by the Albany Pine Bush
Commission, a unique partnership of state
and local municipalities, private citizens
and The Nature Conservancy. Commission
members jointly developed, and are now
implementing, a shared vision for the pre-
serve. These efforts are vital for the con-
tinued existence of this globally rare pine
barrens habitat in eastern New York, only
about 3% of which remains today com-
pared to its historical distribution.

FIRE LEARNING NETWORK A cooperative
project of The Nature Conservancy, the USDA
Forest Service, and the Dept. of the Interior, the
network was created in 2002 to catalyze efforts
to reduce hazardous fuels across the country.
Part of the larger joint program Restoring Fire-
Adapted Ecosystems that includes fire education
and training components, the network operates
at both local and national levels to overcome 
barriers to implementing ecologically appropriate
fuels reduction and restoration projects.    
http://tnc-ecomanagement.org/fire

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY FIRE
INITIATIVE This 15-person team is working to
assess, abate and prevent fire-related threats to
biodiversity conservation around the world. In the
U.S., the Initiative is working with a variety of
partners to promote ecologically appropriate fire
management, develop and implement science-
based planning tools and monitoring techniques,
and further fire education and training efforts.
http://nature.org/initiatives/fire


